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In This Issue
As the market continues to work its way
through the effects of the recession that
supposedly ended nearly three years ago, we
are seeing more and more to cheer about,
particularly the amazing determination and
generosity of those throughout the industry.

For those readers looking for answers about
the new 2012 IECC codes, we take a look
at code approval in a number of states and
encourage builders to get involved with
their municipalities in “Living By the Code”
on page 07.

In our cover story “Building More Than
Homes” on page 10, we highlight just a few
examples of that spirit of generosity and
community-building that defines our industry.
Builders, manufacturers, suppliers and other
industry professionals are providing hope for
families and organizations across the country.

Visit us at www.engineeredwoodonline.com
for additional content and videos. If you
like what you see in this magazine or
if you have any ideas about what you’d
like to see in the future, let us know
by contacting our editor Liz Parker at
editor@engineeredwoodonline.com.

The optimism doesn’t end there. On page 04,
we examine the remodeling outlook and
offer insight into how engineered wood
can help remodelers and builders entering
this sector for the first time succeed. In
“Straighten Up” on page 16, we detail how
engineered wood products can provide
greater flexibility for architects, designers
and engineers.
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WHAT’S
NEW
Trends & Technology
New products can shape new
directions in the building
industry. Check out these
websites.*
Radiant Ready 30E™ by Uponor Corp.
Uponor’s Radiant Ready 30E™ is a
complete radiant mechanical room
designed in a compact, preassembled,
easy-to-install panel, according to the
manufacturer. Uponor states the system
is designed to cover up to 2,000 square
feet of radiant floor heating and 4,000
square feet of radiant floor warming.
www.uponor.ca
U-Socket by FastMac
The U-Socket is a duplex AC receptacle
with two built-in USB ports. According
to FastMac, the U-Socket will power any
device capable of being charged via a
five-volt power adapter and only outputs
power through the USB port if something
is connected to it.
www.fastmac.com
RailingWorks Frameless Glass
Railing System
FSI Home Products describes its new
RailingWorks frameless glass railing
system as a cost-effective glass railing
product that is customized for the length
and height of the railing, providing a safe
panoramic view from any deck or porch.
www.fsihp.com
* This information and the websites identified
above are provided solely as a convenience to
the reader. They are not intended to state or
imply that the editors of Engineered Wood or
LP Building Products sponsor, recommend,
endorse or are affiliated or associated with the
companies or products listed.
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ADDITIONAL OPTIMISM
Home Additions and Remodeling at Five-Year High
B Y R ICK L E W IS

We’re now at a five-year high for optimism in the remodeling
market, according to the National Association of Home Builders
Remodeling Market Index (RMI), a quarterly survey of 2,000
homebuilders in the United States conducted to see which
parts of their business are on the upswing or downswing.

“As more consumers remain in their homes
rather than move in this economy, remodelers
benefited from a gradual increase in home
improvement activity, taking us to a fiveyear high,” said NAHB Remodelers Chairman
Bob Peterson.

exteriors that complement the home. Finding
original products or matching the existing brick
or stonework can be very difficult, so homebuilders tend to incorporate wood, engineered
wood, vinyl, or fiber cement siding solutions to
complement the home’s original look.

Additions seem to be strong for two reasons.
First, many homeowners don’t want to attempt
selling their home in this market so they are
making improvements to their existing home
for extra space rather than moving. Second,
some homeowners are looking for ways to add
value to their home to overcome sluggish (or
even negative) growth in home prices.

Compared to fiber cement, engineered wood
siding is much lighter and, due to its longer
lengths and handling, often installs in less
time—as much as 12 percent faster. Plus, it
can be easily cut with standard saws and is
naturally silica-free, making it comfortable
to work with for installers. On the home, its
impact resistance and durability make it hold
up nicely to day-to-day wear and tear—whether
that be golf balls, lawn tools, or wind blown
debris. When compared to vinyl siding, the

No matter what the homeowner’s motivation,
additions require the homebuilder to construct
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ADDITIONAL MARKETING
LP Building
Products offers
BUILDSMART training and
marketing tools
specifically for
remodeling contractors. The
BuildSmart Preferred Remodeler
Program is a complimentary
program offering LP® SmartSide®
Trim & Siding product education,
sales and marketing materials, as
well as lead generation programs
with three levels of engagement
and rewards:

Silver

“No matter what the homeowner’s motivation,
additions require the homebuilder to construct
exteriors that complement the home.”

Complete five online training
modules with their corresponding
online tests, and you’ll gain access
to a variety of downloadable
marketing tools, a Silver
Preferred Remodeler Certificate,
and eligibility to attend a live,
Gold Level training event.

Gold
primary advantage of engineered wood is the
natural beauty and curb appeal—always a vital
consideration with home additions.
Engineered wood may be sold at a price
advantage over traditional lumber products
while still providing the same visual
appeal. Plus, each panel of engineered wood
siding is free of knots and resistant to warping
and splitting, so there’s no need to cull
out unusable pieces on the job site. The
manufacturing process for engineered wood is
efficient in its use of raw materials, and products
treated with the SmartGuard® process from
LP Building Products have better resistance
to termite damage and fungal decay than many
traditional lumber products.
“The residential remodeling market has been
improving gradually, mirroring the trend in
other segments of the housing market,” said
NAHB Chief Economist David Crowe. “The
latest RMI provides reason for guarded
optimism going forward.” ■
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After completing the Silver
Level, attend a live full-day
training event hosted by LP
covering hands-on installation
techniques, job-site management
and time-saving techniques,
as well as best practices for
talking with consumers and
using marketing materials.

Platinum
Once you’ve completed the Gold
Level training and installed
approximately 200 squares of LP®
SmartSide® products, you qualify
for customized marketing
assistance and reward points to
spend on advanced marketing
programs.
Want to become a BuildSmart
Preferred Remodeler? To get
started, visit LPBuildSmart.com
today. Once you register, you will
be notified of upcoming events
in your market!

LIVING BY THE CODE

States Examine the 2012 IECC Requirements
By Rick Lewis and Liz Parker

With the arrival of the 2012 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC),
the building industry begins the process of adopting the code at the state level.
In line with the goals set by the U.S. Department of Energy, the 2012 IECC sets out
to achieve a 30 percent energy savings over previously published codes.
While industry professionals understand and support the need for improved
energy standards, the code review and adoption process can be complex.
For these reasons it’s important to follow the status of codes in individual states
and municipalities as these decisions can impact choice in building processes
and products.

ENGINEERED WOOD
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“When considering the 2012 IECC, states are
examining the associated costs and impact
of this code, as well as how the new
requirements work with climatic conditions
and building practices specific to each state,”
said Tom Kositzky, executive director of
the Coalition for Fair Energy Codes (CFEC).

“Local homebuilders
associations have the
opportunity to get
involved in their state’s
adoption process,” said
Rusty Carroll, director
of corporate marketing
for LP Building Products.

A few states—such as Maryland and
Illinois—are required by state statute to
adopt the most recent edition of the IECC
within a set number of months of publication.
Maryland was the first state to adopt the
new code. Other states are electing to move
forward with adopting amended versions
of the 2012 IECC or choosing to wait for the
release of future energy codes.
“As all the I-codes evolve, builders have to
balance structural requirements, energy
codes and moisture prevention in order
to continue to cost-effectively build safe,
energy-efficient buildings,” said Mark
Halverson, manager of field services for
the APA.
The Builders Association of Minnesota
flagged questions regarding excessive
costs and moisture issues related to
the
code’s
insulation
requirements,
Kositzky said. As a result, the Minnesota
Department of Labor and Industry opted
not to require builders to use 2x6 walls with
1-inch of foam sheathing as the 2012 IECC
requires. Instead, they are adopting R-21
cavity insulation.
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Because of cost considerations, Georgia
elected to bypass the adoption of the 2012
IECC code entirely, staying with the recently
adopted 2009 energy code. However, the
state is moving forward with adopting
the other 2012 I-codes.
Some states, like Ohio and Texas, have only
recently adopted the 2009 energy code,
a requirement tied to Federal American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA)
funding. Ohio’s 2009 IECC adoption included
energy-neutral amendments that allow
for alternate wall assemblies in exchange
for tightening other areas of the home’s
building envelope.
States and municipalities across the nation
are continuing to review the 2012 IECC,
requiring careful consideration and balance
of code rules with each state’s needs.
“The CFEC is an excellent resource and
is already working with a number of
associations to help shape the future
of energy codes,” said Rusty Carroll, director
of corporate marketing for LP Building
Products, a leading manufacturer of
engineered wood. “The APA, the CFEC and
product manufacturers are hard at work to
come up with alternative assemblies that
meet code while addressing state concerns.”
This article is the first in a series of
codes articles from Engineered Wood. For
more information about the CFEC, visit
www.fairenergycodes.org.

Major Changes In The 2012 Iecc
According to the DOE’s preliminary analysis,
the major changes that are estimated to improve
energy efficiency in new homes built to comply
with the code in most climate zones include:
• Building thermal envelope improvements

			0 I ncreases in prescriptive insulation
levels of walls, roofs and floors
			 0 D
 ecrease (improvement) in U-factor

allowances for fenestration
			 0 D
 ecrease (improvement) in allowable
Solar Heat Gain Coefficient (SHGC)
for fenestration in warm climates
• I nfiltration control: Mandated wholehouse

pressure test with strict allowances
for air leakage rates
•W
 all insulation when structural

sheathing is used
• Ventilation fan efficiency
•L
 ighting—Increased fraction of lamps

required to be high-efficacy
•A
 ir distribution systems—leakage

control requirements

•H
 ot water pipe insulation and length

requirements
• Skylight definition change
•P
 enalizing electric resistance heating

in the performance compliance path
• Fireplace air leakage control
• Insulating covers for in-ground spas
• Baffles for attic insulation

Changes that appear to decrease residential
efficiency in some situations include the following:
• Steel-framed wall insulation
• Air barrier location
Changes whose effect is unclear:
• Fenestration SHGC requirement
in climate zone 4
• Interior shading assumptions in the
performance compliance path
Summary taken from the Federal Register
at FederalRegister.gov.

BUILDING MORE THAN HOMES
Industry Professionals Give Back

B Y LIZ PA R K ER
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ver the past few years, the economic downturn has affected everyone in
the building industry. In spite of these challenging market conditions, the
building community continues to generously give back, providing homes and
hope for families and organizations across the country.

“Homebuilders are making extraordinary sacrifices as they try to survive
the ongoing economic downturn, and
yet their generous spirit continues to
shine in selfless acts of charity every day
across the country,” said Bob Nielsen,
chairman of the National Association
of Home Builders (NAHB) and a homebuilder from Reno, Nev. “NAHB’s
members are doing everything in their
power to help others and preserve the
American Dream of homeownership
for those who are less fortunate.”
That spirit of generosity is true of
homebuilders,manufacturers,suppliers
and professionals across the building
industry who are making a difference
that goes beyond giving back to building
community on a much deeper level.
Being at the heart of the community is
simply the nature of the industry.

Calling Tennessee Home
Many in the industry have embraced
our nation’s veterans, giving back to

those who’ve sacrificed so much for
our country. Award-winning Middle
Tennessee builder Goodall Homes
recently joined forces with Operation
Finally Home and engineered wood
manufacturer LP Building Products to
build a home for combat veteran Shaun
Meadows and his family.
Meadows was selected to receive a new
house by Operation Finally Home,
which works with Veterans Affairs and
the Department of Defense to handpick wounded and disabled veterans
from Operation Iraqi Freedom and
Operation Enduring Freedom as well as
widows and widowers of the fallen who
will receive custom-made, mortgagefree homes.
While deployed in Afghanistan in 2008,
Meadows was injured by an improvised
explosive device (IED) and became
a bilateral above-knee amputee.
Following his injury, Meadows had a
year-long stay at Walter Reed Army

Medical Center for rehabilitation. He
began walking with prosthetics two and
a half months post injury and started
running within six months. Meadows
retired from the Air Force in 2011 and
moved to Tennessee.
Goodall Homes broke ground on
Meadows’ new home on Veterans Day
in 2011.
“We’re still kind of in awe,” Meadows
said. “I was planning to start on the
home myself within the next few years,
but then Operation Finally Home
surprised us. Now the worry and stress
of being able to provide a home for my
family is gone. The burden has been
lifted off my shoulders.”
Shaun Meadows and his wife and son
were given the keys to their dream
home, which Meadows designed, at a
celebration event on May 24, just before
Memorial Day. The 3,500-squarefoot home incorporates a number of
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Porterfield, chief operating officer for
Goodall Homes. “We’re so thankful
for all of the local businesses and
contractors who helped make this build
happen.”

features to accommodate Meadows’
needs and includes a wrap-around
porch, a screened-in area, a fireplace,
and a gazebo.
“They’ve built a high quality home,
and I feel lucky that I actually get
to live in it,” said Nicole Meadows,
Shaun’s wife. “It’s overwhelming
the
compassion
people
have
with all the volunteers and people
coming from all over the place
just to put it together. Goodall
and LP definitely made a dream
come true and set a new course for
our lives.”
Goodall Homes led the build from
start to finish. “Our mission to hand
this hero and his family the muchdeserved keys to a custom-made
home drove this project,” said Keith
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From suppliers to subcontractors,
local businesses from across Middle
Tennessee partnered with Goodall
Homes to provide the materials and
labor for the project.

“

Goodall and LP

definitely made

a dream come true
and set a new course

”

for our lives.

“Everything that went into this
home—the time, the labor, the
materials—was donated by people from
our industry,” said Rick Olszewksi,
executive vice president of specialty
products, sales and marketing at
LP. “We’re all still working through
the effects of the recession, but that
didn’t stop this group from taking
on this project for Shaun’s family.

Seeing it all come together is an
extraordinary feeling.”
Visit Facebook.com/FinallyHomeTN
or FinallyHome TN.com to see pictures
from the build.

A Place to
Call Home in Texas
One project in Nacogdoches, Texas,
brought together people from multiple
points along the supply chain to
provide shelter for victims of house
fires.
A victim of arson as a young boy, George
Barham, owner of the full-service
real estate brokerage firm Barham
Properties, wanted to build a house for
fire victims in his community. To make
it happen, Barham teamed up with Fire
Rescue House, a nonprofit organization
that provides families with the support
and time they need to begin rebuilding
their lives after losing their homes
to fire.
“This project was born from my desire
to give back to my community,” Barham
said. “I personally donated the land the
house is sitting on, but I just had to have
faith that the supplies would come in.”
Barham wasn’t disappointed. Dan
Sestak from McCoys Nacogdoches, a
local lumber and building supplier,
heard about the project. He worked
with his manager Marshall Anderson
to get their supplier involved. Kirk
Colvin and Lester Lackey with Boise
Cascade in Sugar Land, Texas, stepped
forward to help.
“We donated several products that fit
well with a home for people coming out
of fire situations,” Colvin said. “Having
products with burn ratings would
provide extra safety measures.”
Colvin’s team went to a number of
manufacturers
seeking
products

“It is the amazing generosity of so many that
has allowed us to help families who have had

”

to rebuild after fire struck their lives.
for the home. LP Building Products
donated LP® FlameBlock® Fire-Rated
OSB Sheathing.
With building materials secured,
Barham is working with a number of
local subcontractors to construct the
house, which will be completed later
this year. Although the Nacogdoches
home is the first Fire Rescue House
in Texas, there are currently four
additional Fire Rescue Houses in
Indiana and Kentucky.

“These Fire Rescue Houses wouldn’t
happen without the support and
generosity of our volunteers and
sponsors. Local small businesses, large
chains, hospitals, and even out of state
companies pull together to donate
the funds and materials to build our
houses. Local contractors volunteer
their time, sweat, and expertise to
make this idea a reality,” said Jennifer
Brumback, communications director
for Fire Rescue House. “It is the amazing
generosity of so many that has allowed
us to help families who have had to
rebuild after fire struck their lives.”

ENGINEERED WOOD
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Discovering Hope
in California
The desire to give back extends across
the country, as evidenced by the efforts
of Discovery Homes and the City of
Dublin, Calif., to provide a new home
for the School of Imagination and
Happy Talkers.

to us when the school was looking for a
new home, and we were on board,” said
Dana Owyoung, director of residential
operations and product development
for Discovery Homes. “This is a unique
school, so we tried to incorporate all
of their needs in one facility.”

Founded in 2001, the school is a
nonprofit organization that provides
speech, occupational and behavioral
therapy services as well as inclusion
educational opportunities where special
needs preschool and kinder-garten
children learn alongside their typically
developing peers.

A significant change from the
school’s original location inside the
Sigmans’ home, the new two-story,
12,000-square-foot school opened its
doors in October of 2011. Built by and
on land donated by Discovery Homes,
the new school includes imaginative
classrooms, a playground and facilities
for the school’s various services
and programs.

“As the program grew, we moved to
eight temporary facilities within four
years. With more than 300 children
coming through our doors each week,
we were on the brink of having to close
down our program,” said Mitch Sigman
with the School of Imagination.

Building the school’s new home
wouldn’t have been possible without
the sponsors, donors and volunteers.
Construction partners included Real
Protection Inc., El Dorado Stone,
LP Building Products and Brand
Guard Vents.

Discovery Homes stepped in to help.

“It was really a miracle that Discovery
Homes and the City of Dublin came
together to make this possible,”

“Former Mayor Janet Lockhart came

WHAT’S
NEW
Trends & Technology
Check out these websites.* New
products can shape new directions
in the building industry.
Bosch® Power Box™ 360
According to Bosch, their new radio is designed
to withstand the toughest job site. The Power
™
Box
360said.
has a“To
built-in
digital
media build
bay and
Sigman
have
Discovery
plays
MP3
players,
portable
CD
players,
SD
something that so far exceeded our
memory
cards,
and
USB
storage
devices.
It
expectations just blew us away.” ■
even charges cell phones. The Power Box is
housed in an aluminum and rubber roll cage
and runs on a lithium-ion battery.
www.boschtools.com
Visit EngineeredWoodOnline.com

Fiberglass
Windows
bygiving
Serious
to read more about
builders
backMaterials
SeriousWindows
1125
series
exceeds
and Facebook.com/EngineeredWood
®
ENERGY
STAR
requirements
by 300 percent
to share your story.
with an R-11 insulation rating, helping
homeowners lower energy bills, according
to its manufacturer. The fiberglass frame
offers durability and resists fading, chipping,
cracking, expansion and contraction. Five
exterior colors are available.
www.seriouswindows.com
Schlage LiNK™ System
Schlage has introduced the Schlage LiNK ™
home-management system, which it claims
allows homeowners to self-monitor and
control access to their homes. The basic
system includes a wireless keypad lock
that is built around Z-Wave® technology,
enabling homeowners to lock and unlock
doors and control other enabled devices
from any computer and most Web-enabled
mobile phones.
www.schlage.com
* This information and the websites identified above
are provided solely as a convenience to the reader.
They are not intended to state or imply that LP
Building Products sponsors, endorses or is affiliated
or associated with the companies or products listed.
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Davidon Homes

BUILDER SPOTLIGHT
Headquartered in California, Davidon Homes has been building luxury move-up homes for more
than 30 years. According to Randy Hensley, director of project development, these homes fulfill
the dreams of homeownership and create pride for thousands of homebuyers thanks to Davidon’s
innovative design, superb craftsmanship, and attention to detail.
Currently, Davidon Homes has several
communities across the West Coast:
Sedona in Southern California, Summit
Ridge in Nevada, and Alamo Crest in
the Northern California Bay Area with
the Matadera, the Gallery Collection at
Alamo Springs, and the Highlands at
Los Gatos coming soon. According to
Davidon, these communities feature
prestigious addresses, a remarkable
variety of features and amenities, as
well as impressive details like the
Sedona community’s Tuscan-inspired
architecture with touches of stone, iron,
and ceramic tile.
Beyond luxury, Davidon builds its
homes with an eye for sustainability

and efficiency. One of the ways Davidon
Homes delivers on its reputation for
quality and efficiency is by using LP®
TechShield® Radiant Barrier Sheathing
as a standard feature on all of their
new homes.
“With TechShield we’ve been able to
cost-effectively maximize the HVAC
efficiency in our homes, providing
a significant savings on the overall
cost to build the home while helping
our homeowners reduce their energy
consumption,” Hensley said.
Use of this sheathing may allow
builders to reduce HVAC tonnage. LP
TechShield Sheathing has been shown

to block up to 97 percent of the radiant
heat in the roof panels from entering
the attic, lowering attic temperatures by
as much as 30° F.
Hensley believes Davidon Homes is best
known for their enduring luxury, lasting
value, and continuous innovation and
improvement. Davidon’s reputation is
affirmed in the numerous awards they
have won over the years, most recently
the 2010 Gold Nugget Grand Award for
the Sedona’s estate homes. ■

For more information about Davidon Homes,
visit www.HomesByDavidon.com.

ENGINEERED WOOD
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STRAIGHTEN UP
Architects Find More Design Flexibility
with Engineered Wood

With ever-evolving building codes raising the performance bar for wood products and
dwindling supplies of high-grade, long-length lumber, a number of industry professionals
are turning to engineered wood products, especially laminated strand lumber (LSL).
By Liz Parker
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An alternative for conventional softwood dimensional lumber, engineered
wood products provide added strength,
straightness and length that allow their
use in architectural designs where
traditional lumber products don’t
measure up.

LSL in particular offers load-bearing
capabilities that traditional lumber
cannot match. LSL is made from
thin wood strands glued and pressed
together with a stationary steam
injection press that provides a uniform
cure and an even density gradient

across the thickness of the product,
adding to its strength and making it
more resistant to warping, shrinking
and twisting.
The strongest LSL on the market,
LP® SolidStart® LSL, is rated up to

ENGINEERED WOOD
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Tall Wall Framing: LSL is excellent for
framing in walls over 10 feet high, such
as great rooms and foyers as it reduces
movement that could lead to stress
cracks and leaking seals.

1.75E, making it an ideal alternative to
traditional lumber for beams, headers
and tall wall stud applications. LSL
products can be a direct replacement
for 2x4, 2x6, 2x8, and 2x10 lumber
products. LSL can also serve as a cost
competitive alternative to LVL and
glulam beams.
LSL products can greatly reduce the
need to build up beams and headers,
and they offer ample support for
cabinets and tiled walls. Because it is
so strong and offered in a variety of
widths and lengths, LSL also provides
tremendous flexibility for architects
and designers to create larger rooms,
without being held back by the
limitations of traditional timber.
LSL is a perfect whole-house framing
solution with a number of application
benefits:
Roof Framing: LSL is ideal for complex
and contemporary roofs or vaulted
ceilings because it stays straight.
Door and Window Headers: Because
of its resistance to twisting and
warping, LSL can reduce the likelihood
of drywall cracking around windows
or framing, especially in sliding glass
door and specialty window applications,
and shallow headers allow for transoms
and arched windows.
Garage Door Headers: Longer lengths
can allow continuous framing over
garage return walls in high wind and
seismic areas.
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Rim Board: LSL’s strength and
shrinkage resistance make it ideal
for high vertical and lateral wall load
applications in multi-story construction.
Columns: LSL provides a solid,
continuous load path for hold-downs in
high-wind areas.

LSL is a perfect wholehouse framing solution
with a number of
application benefits.

Truss Chords: Well suited for attic or
girder applications, LSL has excellent
plate and nail-holding capabilities.
Stair Stringers: Because LSL resists
shrinking and twisting, it reduces the
likelihood of squeaks.
LP Building Products offers accredited
continuing education courses through
LP University where you can learn
more about LSL and other engineered
wood products. Visit LP University
at LPCorp.com/University for related
courses: Engineered Wood Products
for Specifiers (1 credit hour AIA/CES,
HSW); Framing Solutions: Laminated
Strand Lumber When Strength,
Stiffness and Straightness Matter (1
credit hour AIA/CES, HSW/SD); and
Tall Wall Design Using Engineered
Wood Products (1 credit Hour AIA/
CES, HSW). ■
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BUILDER
NEWS & TRENDS

reThink Wood Offers More Reasons
to Choose Wood
Formed in 2011, reThink Wood is a coalition
of interests representing North America’s
wood products industry. Cees de Jager from
reThink Wood’s founding organization,
Binational Softwood Lumber Council, explains
its purpose as: “The reThink Wood initiative
looks to project a unified front and present
a common message as it relates to wood
performance, cost and sustainability,
making it easier for the industry to speak with
a combined voice and provide educational
resources about the advantages of using wood
in building.” Their website includes links
to a number of tools to help those in the
building industry gain a full understanding
of the benefits of wood as a building material.
www.rethinkwood.com

AIA Expands
Documents-on-Demand Service
The American Institute of Architects has
introduced eight new documents to its
Documents-on-Demand service, bringing
the total number of available documents
to 106. The AIA developed the Documents-onDemand service as a cost-effective alternative
to AIA Contract Document software. Access
to the service is free. Users, though, are
charged $6.95 to $21.95 for each document
downloaded. Documents downloaded are
limited to a single use. According to the AIA,
its contract documents are the most widely
used standard form contracts among the
building industry to support construction
and design projects. www.aia.org
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The National Association of Home
Builders’ 2012 Remodeling Show
This year’s National Association of Home
Builders Remodeling Show will be held this
October at the Baltimore Convention Center
in Baltimore, Md. The conference will run
Oct. 9–12 and exhibits will run Oct. 10–12.
According to the NAHB, the Remodeling
Show is the only national remodeler-centric
event bringing the entire remodeling industry
face-to-face annually. Representing many
sides of the remodeling community from
kitchen and bath to home improvement
and more, this event includes seminars,
professional networking, classes for earning
an NAHB educational designation,
and booths with the latest products and
tools. The Remodeling Show is a trade-only
event and is not open to the general public.
www.remodelingshow.com

LP® Building Products Releases
LP® Solutions™ 4.0
LP® Solutions™ 4.0, a whole-house CADbased design program from LP Building
Products, is now available to LP® SolidStart®
Engineered Wood Products customers.
The updated program includes a document
browser, joist and beam optimization, 3D
levels, updated beam options, improved roof
framing tools, and an enhanced user interface
with customizable toolbars. LP Solutions 4.0
is backed by training and technical support,
as well as an online community forum for
peer-to-peer sharing of ideas and information.
www.LPCorp.com/Solutions

Wood?

Why Choose
The use of

forest products

in the United States currently
more than

supports

one million direct jobs,

particularly in rural areas, and contributes
more than

100 billion

$

to the country’s

There are a number of reasons.

Wood products make up
of all industrial
raw materials
manufactured in the United States,

47%

yet consume only

4%

of the total energy needed to
manufacture all industrial
raw materials.2

Manufacturing wood is energy efficient.
Compare the amount of energy it takes
to produce one ton of wood to cement,
glass, steel, and aluminum1:

gross domestic 1
product.

5 times more

energy for one ton of cement

14 times more
energy for one ton of glass

24 times more
energy for one ton of steel

126 times more

energy for one ton of aluminum

Even producing
wood-based buildings
is more efficient:

Steel-based buildings:

Require 12% more energy to produce
The process releases:
• 15% more greenhouse gases
• 10% more air pollutants
• 300% more water pollutants

Concrete-based buildings:

Require 20% more energy to produce
The process releases:
• 29% more greenhouse gases
• 12% more air pollutants
• 225% more water pollutants3

Sources:
1. United States Department of Agriculture 2. APA–Engineered Wood Association 3. Canadian Wood Council
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