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W hen it comes to building a preschool 
from the ground up in just six days, 

Extreme Makeover: Home Edition depends 
on the help of volunteers. For The Nashville 
Build, the spirit of volunteerism was a strong 
force with more than 3,500 volunteers. Al-
though many of those who helped lived 
nearby, one volunteer traveled 2,200 miles 
and crossed the Canadian border to help 
make The Nashville Build happen.

Jeremy Lowe, a master carpenter and Lean 
Six Sigma Black Belt at LP Golden, came all 
the way from Golden, British Columbia, to 
lend a hand at The Nashville Build. When 
he heard that LP was sponsoring the build, 
he knew he had to help. It didn’t matter that 
he was thousands of miles away—there’s no 
distance too far to make a difference.

“I felt like I had to do something” Lowe said. 
“I’ve watched the show for a long time, and I 
knew that I could contribute.”

Lowe joined the Extreme Makeover: Home 
Edition volunteer force as one of the build 
site volunteer coordinators and helped bring 
the new Lighthouse Preschool to life. Like 
the other volunteers, Lowe didn’t know he 
would be working on a school until the first 
day. Because his wife is a teacher, building a 
school was a perfect fit.

Although Lowe may have traveled the farthest, 
he’s not the only volunteer that came from out-
side of Nashville to make the build possible. 
Visit us online at www.engineeredwood.com 
to read about more people who made a differ-
ence for Lighthouse Preschool. �

BY  L IZ PARKER

THE HEART OF A VOLUNTEER 
KNOWS NO BOUNDARIES
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Low Income Housing  
Projects Go Green
Thanks to federal tax credits and cost-cutting 
measures, more affordable housing projects 
are being built green using non-toxic mate-
rials, energy-efficient appliances, and other 
environmental features including green 
roofs and solar panels. According to a recent 
article in The Wall Street Journal, investors 
are becoming more sensitive to the benefits 
of energy savings when it comes to lowering 
costs and increasing cash flows. The newspa-
per quoted Dana Bourland, vice president of 
Maryland-based nonprofit Enterprise Com-
munity Partners Inc., which helps finance 
affordable housing projects, who explained 
that constructing green buildings makes fi-
nancial sense because they offer lower water 
and energy bills and lower tenant turnover 
rates. Bourland predicted that by 2020 the 
affordable housing industry will be 100 per-
cent green.

Wood Composite and  
Veneer Processing Symposium 
Coming This Spring
A joint international symposium for wood 
composites and veneer processing and 
products is set for April 5-7, 2011, in Seattle, 
Washington. Co-sponsored by Washington 
State University, APA, and FPInnovations, 
the joint meeting is a combination of WSU’s 
International Wood Composite Symposium 
and the biannual International Symposium 
on Veneer Processing and Products. Agen-
da topics for the event include: raw mate-
rial availability; life cycle assessment; fi-
ber, strand, and veneer processing; particle 
board, MDF, OSB, plywood, and LVL man-
ufacturing; specialty products; equipment 
and resin technology; product performance 
and standards; market and trade issues; and 
integrated technologies.

Center for Green Schools 
Shaping the Future
The recently created Center for Green 
Schools is at work defining the future of 
educational facilities. United Technologies 
Corp. is the founding sponsor of the initia-
tive, which aims to ensure everyone has an 
opportunity to attend a green school within 
this generation. According to the Center’s 
founder – the U.S. Green Building Council – 
the United States is home to nearly 140,000 
schools, colleges and universities. Although 
the buildings have never officially been 
counted, thousands are barely built to code. 
The Center intends to inform school leaders 
about the benefits of healthy, high-perform-
ing schools and provide students with sus-
tainable learning environments.
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FACTS & FIGURES 

5o,4O0
hours to get the job done

35,Oo0
prepared meals  

were served on-site

What did it take to build  
a 6,500-square-foot  
preschool in just six days?

3,50o
volunteers on-site  

over the course of a week

13,824
bottles of water  

kept participants hydrated  

and ready to work

When it came to the structure of 
Lighthouse Christian School’s preschool 
building (see cover story), the numbers 
speak for themselves:

•	 27,312 square feet of gypsum board

•	 2,000 square feet of luxury vinyl tile, 3,600 square feet of cork 

laminate, 1,560 square feet of cove base, 150 yards of carpet tile 

to complete all the floors

•	 18 pieces of HVAC equipment, 29 plumbing fixtures, 668 feet 

of ductwork, 58 pieces of air ducting, 310 feet of underground 

plumbing piping, 345 feet of above ground plumbing piping, and 

530 feet of water piping
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